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UAE & Dubai
HIGHLIGHTS



Sources: IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook2020; World Bank Report; Numbeo; Global Soft Power Index; 

Global Innovation Index ; DQL Study; UNDP; CEOWORLD Magazine, Euromonitor International’s Resilience 

Index; Future Learn; World Travel Awards; Global Medical Tourism Index

UAE DUBAI

UAE Business Climate

#1 in Arab World for Doing Business

#1 globally in e-infrastructure

# 9 globally in competitiveness

# 3 safest country in the world

#16 in World Bank Ease of Doing Business report

1st in MENA and 5th Globally as Best City for Expats

6th Globally Medical Tourism destination



Dubai Trade and Commerce

$373bn
in 2019

Contribution of trade to 

Dubai’s GDP 30%

$150bn 
in H1 2020

TOP TRADING PARTNERS:

1. China

2. India

3. USA

4. Switzerland

5. Saudi Arabia



Dubai Tourism and Hospitality 

687 Hotels
120,206 Rooms*

Nov 2020

1.1m 
Tourists July – Nov 

2020

16.7
Tourists in 2019

(+5.1%)



Dubai International Airport

Duty Free Sales 2019

$2.029bn
AED7.4bn

89.1mn
In 2018 (+1%)

88.3mn
In 2017 (+7%)

86.4mn
In 2019

Passenger Traffic Cargo

2.5mn
Tonnes

(2019)

2.6mn
Tonnes in 2018



New Initiatives

• Launch of Retirement Visa

• Launch of 10-year Golden Visa

• Launch of 5-year Residency Visa for 
entrepreneurs

• Amendment of UAE Bankruptcy law

• 100% foreign ownership allowed

• Launch of the Virtual working programme

• Introduction of Dubai Assured Stamp

• Amendment of Nationality Law



Dubai Industrial Strategy 2030

AED 

160 bn
AED 

18 bn 27,000
AED 

700 mn
AED 

16 bn

Forecast

Increase in GDP for 

industrial sector
Increase in Exports Increase in R&D 

expenditures
More specialized jobs

Source: Dubai Chamber, based on data from “2021 Dubai Plan-Dubai Industrial Strategy 2030”

Increase in Dubai’s 

total GDP

Target Industrial sub-sectors

Aerospace Maritime Pharmaceuticals & 

medical equipment

Fast Moving 

Consumer 

Goods (FMCG)

Aluminum & 

fabricated 

metals

Machinery & 

equipment



UAE 2020:
Towards the next 50

Designing the next 50 Project: A Public 
Participation Project to Shape the Future of 
UAE

Becoming a knowledge economy for a 
post-oil future

Involvement of all sectors of the UAE 
society and economy

We want to develop our plans, 

our projects, our way of 

thinking. Fifty years ago, UAE 

founders designed our lives 

today… Today, we want to 

design the next fifty years for 

the new generations,”

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum

“



UAE Centennial 2071

Strategies to embrace the future 

Designing the next 50

AI strategy
3D

Printing

Strategy 2030

Blockchain 

strategy
Space 

Mission

Food security / 

agriculture



New Opportunities

Strengthening partnerships 

in Asia, Africa and Latin 

America

UAE – Israel Relations
New industries:

Space; Food Security
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Membership 2020

New members in 

2020

Dubai Chamber 

members

261000 16600



Member Exports 2020

$ 50.2 bn
Member

exports 2020

$ 61.4 bn
Member

exports in 2019



632,436
Issued in 2020

Certificates of Origin

16,168
Attestations in 2020

Launch of
e-attestation



Value Proposition

Certificates 
of Origin

ATA 

Carnets
Mediation & 

Arbitration

Business 

Groups & 

Business 

Councils

Credit 

Rating B2B

Market 

Intelligence 

Reports

Start-up 

Hub

University 

of Dubai



Developing Startups

2200 
benefited

315
submissions

for 5th Smartpreneur

Competition

40+
EDP attendees

International 

Outreach: 

India, Brazil 

Ethiopia

32 

partnerships 

between 

startups and 

corporates

40
webinars

New Initiatives

Scale up

and EDP



Key Business Pillars

International

Expansion
Expo 2020



INTERNATIONAL
EXPANSION



International Offices

Existing offices
• Baku, Azerbaijan

• Buenos Aires, Argentina

• Shanghai, China

• Shenzhen, China

• Mumbai, India

• Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

• Nairobi, Kenya

• Accra, Ghana

• Maputo, Mozambique

• Panama City, Panama

• Sao Paolo, Brazil

Future offices
• Mexico City, Mexico

11
International 

Offices

1
Future Office



DUBAI EXPO 2020
OFFICIAL BUSINESS PARTNER



Dubai Chamber Expo Activities

• GBF Africa 13th – 14th Oct 2021

• GIES 1ST – 2nd Nov 2021

• 12th World Chambers Congress 23rd – 25th Nov 2021

• GBF ASEAN 8th – 9th Dec 2021

• GBF LATAM 23rd – 24th March 2022

• Space 5th Oct 2021

• Climate and Biodiversity 19th Oct 2021

• Urban & Rural Development 2nd Nov 2021

• Knowledge and Learning 14th Dec 2021

• Travel & Connectivity 11th Jan 2022

• Global Goals 18th Jan 2022

• Health & Wellness 1st Feb 2022

• Food, Agriculture, & Livelihood 22nd Feb 2022

• Water 22nd March 2022

Expo Thematic Weeks on: 
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